
The First Peoples of the The First Peoples of the 
Lower MainlandLower Mainland



““We have no history here!”We have no history here!”
�� ““Right: Like it was all just green wildRight: Like it was all just green wild--land land 

until the Anglos made their mark and gave until the Anglos made their mark and gave 
this place a timeline” this place a timeline” ---- Kamala Todd, Kamala Todd, 
Vancouver Sun 25/8/03 Vancouver Sun 25/8/03 

�� Vancouver built on myth of empty land: Vancouver built on myth of empty land: 
Coast Coast SalishSalish people “have been erased from people “have been erased from 
the picture, written out of the story, pushed the picture, written out of the story, pushed 
aside as irrelevant or obstacles.” aside as irrelevant or obstacles.” 



History & MemoryHistory & Memory

�� What about totem poles in Stanley Park? What about totem poles in Stanley Park? 
YVR?      Totem Park at UBC?       YVR?      Totem Park at UBC?       MoAMoA?                   ?                   
First Nations House of Learning? First Nations House of Learning? 



First Peopling the First Peopling the 
Vancouver RegionVancouver Region

�� 10,000 years of 10,000 years of 
human human occupanceoccupance



Two essential readings Two essential readings 



HalkomelemHalkomelem TerritoryTerritory
�� ‘‘kwoxwethkwoxweth’’

�� ‘‘stheqistheqi’’

�� ‘‘sasq’etssasq’ets’    ’    
------ these these 
HalkomelemHalkomelem
words have words have 
come down to come down to 
us as…?us as…?

�� Or, the Or, the 
past is past is 
closer than closer than 
you think.you think.



Framing Terra Nullius Framing Terra Nullius ----the late 18C the late 18C 
�� Francis Drake? James Cook? Valdes? Francis Drake? James Cook? Valdes? 

GalianoGaliano?  George Vancouver, 1792??  George Vancouver, 1792? --
-- “Discoverers?”“Discoverers?” ““The country The country 
presented one desolate, rude and presented one desolate, rude and 
inhospitable aspect. It has already inhospitable aspect. It has already 
been considered as not entirely been considered as not entirely 
destitute of the human race. And that it destitute of the human race. And that it 
had been more populous than at had been more populous than at 
present, was manifested by the party present, was manifested by the party 
having discovered an extensive having discovered an extensive 
deserted village, computed to have deserted village, computed to have 
been the residence of nearly three been the residence of nearly three 
hundred persons.”hundred persons.”

�� The Smallpox of 1782The Smallpox of 1782



Native Space, ca 1820Native Space, ca 1820
�� Complex patterns of indigenous lifeComplex patterns of indigenous life
�� intimate connections of people and place         intimate connections of people and place         



Fraser River Delta. Fraser River Delta. 
Population Population 

Distribution, Native Distribution, Native 
Peoples,  about Peoples,  about 

18201820



Property and ResourcesProperty and Resources



Fur Traders in Native space, Fur Traders in Native space, 
1820s1820s--1840s1840s

�� Fort Langley Fort Langley ---- an enclave in native spacean enclave in native space

�� The transformative effects of tradeThe transformative effects of trade

�� the influence of powerthe influence of power

�� adaptation and unanticipated adaptation and unanticipated 
consequencesconsequences



V & R in 1850  V & R in 1850  

�� Natives and newcomers in uneasy coNatives and newcomers in uneasy co--
existence. existence. 

�� Natives numerically dominantNatives numerically dominant

�� Europeans possessed of weapons of Europeans possessed of weapons of 
power, influence etcpower, influence etc

�� Unstable spaceUnstable space

�� Could history have taken a different turn at Could history have taken a different turn at 
this point?this point?



The Gold Rush: Cataclysmic The Gold Rush: Cataclysmic 
changechange

�� the establishment of British Columbiathe establishment of British Columbia



Authority, surveys, confinementAuthority, surveys, confinement



New EconomiesNew Economies
�� Farms in the lowlandsFarms in the lowlands

�� Industrial work camps on the Industrial work camps on the 
edge of the “wilderness”:                           edge of the “wilderness”:                           
Sawmills                             Sawmills                             
CanneriesCanneries



LoggingLogging

�� The rapid incursion of The rapid incursion of 
powerful technologies powerful technologies 
into native spacesinto native spaces



CanneriesCanneries

�� interference with fisheryinterference with fishery

�� wage wage labourlabour opportunityopportunity



A world transformedA world transformed

�� Terra nullius accomplished?Terra nullius accomplished?

�� For a time, perhapsFor a time, perhaps

�� But not quite, and not But not quite, and not 
permanently  permanently  ---- peoples &   peoples &   
memories survivememories survive

�� today, history is being retoday, history is being re--
thought and rethought and re--written to written to 
take account of longer take account of longer 

horizons and other viewshorizons and other views

1890s


