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This course is broadly focused around the theme of the global and the intimate, and reflects my preoccupations with biopolitics, governmentality, state violence, social exclusion, the challenges of transnational feminism, and feminist efforts to come to terms with the respatialisation of social life.  It is interdisciplinary in focus rather than a survey of writings by feminist geographers.  My selection of readings reflects a variety of concerns. With a focus on the global, we need to venture outside of the anglo-american context.  I also want us to think about academic writing and the materiality of writing and reading: e.g., how do books work relative to articles and how might we push each form?  I want to hold the economic and political in tension with the cultural, the theoretical with the empirical.  We end with a book written in the thick of doing empirical research because this is where – for most of you – your theoretical reading will eventually lead you.  Basic to feminist scholarship, we will try to keep the doing-ness of thinking alive throughout the course.

The seminars are focused around the assigned readings, which you will be expected to have read with care.  Individuals or groups of students will be asked to lead the discussion of articles/book segments.  Typically this is done by providing a brief critical (rather than purely descriptive) assessment of them and offering up some points for discussion.

Evaluation will be based on a mixture of seminar participation, a term paper and a collective writing project.  For the latter: the journal Gender, Place and Culture has agreed to publish a review of each of the following books (as four separate reviews): Sara Ahmed 2006 Queer Phenomenology; Jasbir Puar 2007 Terrorist Assemblages; Neferti Tadiar 2009 Things Fall Away: Philippine Historical Experience and the Making of Globalization; and Allaine Cerwonka and Liisa Malkki, 2007 Improvising Theory.  You will be involved in writing one of these reviews and can select which book you would like to review (with a limit of 3-5 in each group).  Your grade for this project will be based on the book review and an assessment of the collective writing experience (900 words maximum).  

Grades will be broken down as follows:

Collective writing project

25%

Final paper



55%

Participation



20%

Reading List 

The books are available at the UBC bookstore and I will put copies of the articles or book chapters in the GIC.  You will note that several of the Duke University Books are available online.  If you choose to read them in this form, could you ensure that you bring your laptop to class the weeks that we discuss them so that you will have the reading in front of you. 

September 16  Biopower and Intimacy

Michel Foucault 1990 The History of Sexuality vol 1 (trans. R. Hurley) Vintage Books, N.Y.

September 23  (Re)situating  Biopower

Foucault, Michel 2003 Society Must Be Defended: Lecture at the Collège de France, 1975-1976 Trans. David Macey, Picador, New York, 239-264.

Stoler, Ann Laura 1995 Race and the Education of Desire: Foucault’s History of Sexuality and the Colonial Order of Things Duke University Press, 95-136. On reserve at Koerner Library. 

Nelson, Diane, 1999, Bodies That Splatter: Gender, ‘Race,’ and the Discourses of Mestizaje in her Finger in the Wound: Body Politics in Quincentennial Guatemala Berkeley: University of California Press, 206-244.
September 30   No class because I will be away this week. 

October 7 Getting (Re)Oriented

Sara Ahmed 2006 Queer Phenomenology Duke University Press, 1-63, 109-156. 

October 14 Biopolitics and homonationalism

Jasbir Puar 2007 Terrorist Assemblages: Homonationalism in queer times.  Duke University Press, pp. 1-115.  Available through UBC library online.

October 21 Biopolitics and post-identity assemblages

Puar 2007 Terrorist Assemblages: Homonationalism in queer times. pp. 116-222. 

October 28 Globalisation and Feminised Labour

Neferti Tadiar 2009 Things Fall Away: Philippine Historical Experience and the Making of Globalization. Duke University Press. pp.  1-140 Available through UBC library online.

November 4 Mutations in Citizenship and Sovereignty 

Aiwha Ong 2006 neoliberalism as exception Duke University Press, pp. 1-52, 75-96, 195-239. Available through UBC library online.

November 18 Sovereign Power, Political Agency, and Geographies of Justice 

Lauren Berlant, 2007 Slow Death (Sovereignty, Obesity, Lateral Agency) Critical Inquiry 33: 754-780.

Jenny Edkins and Veronique Pin-Fat 2004 Introduction: Life, Power, Resistance. In their edited volume Sovereign Lives: Power in Global Politics, pp. 1-21

Nancy Fraser 2009 Feminism, Capitalism and the Cunning of History, New Left Review 56: 97-117.

Melissa Wright, 2009 Justice and geographies of moral protest: Reflections from Mexico Environment and Planning D: Society and Space, 27: 216-233.

November 25 Transnational Feminist Praxis

Sangtin Writers, 2006 Playing with Fire: feminist thought and activism through seven lives in India, University of Minnesota Press.

Jigna Desai, Danielle Bouchard and Diane Detournay 2009 Disavowed Legacies and Honorable Thievery: The Work of the ‘Transnational’ in Feminist and LGBTQ Studies. In Amanda Swarr and Richa Nagar (eds) Reconceptualizing Collaboration: Critical Transnational Feminist Praxis, SUNY Press, forthcoming.

December 2   Doing Ethnographic Research

Allaine Cerwonka and Liisa Malkki, 2007 Improvising Theory: Process and temporality in Ethnographic Fieldwork University of Chicago Press.

