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University Module

Wyly, Elvin K

Responses Individual

SD D N A SA N Mean Med. Mode Std
Dev

Q1 The instructor made it clear what students were expected to learn. 0 0 2 6 6 14 4.3 4 4,5 .70

Q2 The instructor communicated the subject matter effectively. 0 0 1 5 8 14 4.5 5 5 .63

Q3 The instructor helped inspire interest in learning the subject matter. 0 0 0 4 10 14 4.7 5 5 .45

Responses: [SD] Strongly Disagree=1 [D] Disagree=2 [N] Neutral=3 [A] Agree=4 [SA] Strongly Agree=5 

University Module

Wyly, Elvin K

Responses Individual

SD D N A SA N Mean Med. Mode Std
Dev

Q4 Overall, evaluation of student learning (through exams, essays, presentations, etc.) was fair. 0 0 1 4 9 14 4.6 5 5 .62

Responses: [SD] Strongly Disagree=1 [D] Disagree=2 [N] Neutral=3 [A] Agree=4 [SA] Strongly Agree=5 

University Module

Wyly, Elvin K

Responses Individual

SD D N A SA N Mean Med. Mode Std
Dev

Q5 The instructor showed concern for student learning. 0 0 0 2 12 14 4.9 5 5 .35

Q6 Overall, the instructor was an effective teacher. 0 0 0 4 10 14 4.7 5 5 .45

Responses: [SD] Strongly Disagree=1 [D] Disagree=2 [N] Neutral=3 [A] Agree=4 [SA] Strongly Agree=5 

*Arts Instructor Questions*

Wyly, Elvin K

Responses Individual

SD D N A SA N Mean Med. Mode Std
Dev

Q7 In classes where the size of the class and content of the course were appropriate, student participation in class was encouraged by
the instructor. 0 0 0 2 11 13 4.8 5 5 .36

Q8 High standards of achievement were set. 0 0 0 2 12 14 4.9 5 5 .35

Q9 The instructor was generally well prepared for class. 0 0 0 2 12 14 4.9 5 5 .35

Q10 The instructor was readily available to students outside of class (e.g., through email, office hours, or by appointment). 0 0 0 3 11 14 4.8 5 5 .41

Q11 The instructor treated students with respect. 0 0 0 1 13 14 4.9 5 5 .26

Responses: [SD] Strongly Disagree=1 [D] Disagree=2 [N] Neutral=3 [A] Agree=4 [SA] Strongly Agree=5 

*Arts Course Question*

URST 400 - 201

Responses Course

VP P N G VG N Mean Med. Mode Std
Dev

Q12 Considering everything how would you rate this course? 0 0 0 4 10 14 4.7 5 5 .45

Responses: [VP] Very poor=1 [P] Poor=2 [N] Neutral=3 [G] Good=4 [VG] Very good=5 

Geography Departmental Questions

Wyly, Elvin K

Responses Individual

SD D N A SA N Mean Med. Mode Std
Dev

Q13 The instructor attempted to provide satisfactory answers to all questions in class. 0 0 0 3 11 14 4.8 5 5 .41

Q14 The instructor established effective communication with students in the classroom. 0 0 0 2 12 14 4.9 5 5 .35

Q15 The instructor was helpful when students requested course related assistance outside of class. 0 0 0 2 11 13 4.8 5 5 .36

Q16 Assignments and tests were returned within a reasonable time. 0 0 0 3 11 14 4.8 5 5 .41

Responses: [SD] Strongly Disagree=1 [D] Disagree=2 [N] Neutral=3 [A] Agree=4 [SA] Strongly Agree=5 

Geography Departmental Question

URST 400 - 201

Responses Course

SD D N A SA N Mean Med. Mode Std
Dev

Q17 For courses that had discussion groups or labs, the discussion groups or labs made an important contribution to the course. 0 0 0 2 11 13 4.8 5 5 .36

Responses: [SD] Strongly Disagree=1 [D] Disagree=2 [N] Neutral=3 [A] Agree=4 [SA] Strongly Agree=5 
 



Q18 - Please comment on course content, or any aspects, positive or negative, of your instructor's teaching, attitudes to students, class atmosphere, or any other matters affecting the
quality of instruction that you consider worthy of note.

Response Rate: 92.86%   (13 of 14)

1
negative aspect would be that Wyly sometimes goes on super long tangents and uses lots of names/jargon that I often did not know/understand, even after completing the readings.
It would have been better if class was only 2 hours long. I also thought we would get feedback on our big essay draft but we didn't, so I am unsure what I need to change for my final
copy.

2

Very good class with an engaging and knowledgeable professor. I particularly liked the video content he brought in, particularly the weird one from silicon valley that talked about this
techno-utopian dream. I found the weekly reflection papers to be a great idea, because it encouraged writing on the material without the pressure of a long, fully researched paper. It
took a lot of pressure off the grade, getting those small papers turned in, and critiqued by the instructor as we went along. He spent time writing comments on all of these papers,
which must have been a massive task, to do this every week, and I appreciate that ongoing feedback, it lessened my anxiety about the content of this course, some of which was
extremely challenging for me, not majoring in urban studies or geography.

3 Professor Wyly is one of the best professors I've had during my undergrad and is very caring towards his students and really emphasizes the key concepts during our discussions,
very resourceful teacher who cares for students' learning and really helped me throughout my final semester with everything! Highly recommended!

4
Prof. Wyly was one of my favorite teachers this year and his course was absolutely fantastic. He approached the readings and the material in a very enthusiastic manner and his
charisma sparked a real interest in the topic in me. Although the readings were heavy, they were not too long and were always interesting. I do not have any suggestions to make the
course more enjoyable/better, as it was one of the best I have had at UBC.

5

Overall the class was good. It was good to be able to have the freedom to work on a project of our own interest however this also limited guidance from Professor Wyly - maybe
more time in class could be spent on project work as 3 hour seminars are really long. I found participating in discussions challenging and as the semester went on it seemed as
though less discussion was encouraged every week. I think that the introduction of a system such as 'bring one question you had about the readings to class' every week to discuss
in small groups and then come together as a big group would help to facilitate more discussion.

6 I wished there were more lectures, but less readings

7
I really enjoyed all aspects of this course, from the multidisciplinary content to the ways it was all tied together. I also very much enjoyed the horizontal, student led approach to
seminar discussion. however, there were times when I think the discussion got off track and I think on those occasions it would have been good if professor could have taken charge
more -at least until the discussion becomes productive again.

8

I enjoyed the class

I would say there needs to be a smaller project and a smaller paper

it was really enjoyable but I think that structure/class organization could be improved

9

Great professor

Very caring

Wonderful at facilitating discussion

Grading seemed a little arbitrary (I can see how it's hard to be scientific and objective in the grading though)

10

General comment (time-series based): Initially, this course seemed to a little bit "un-urban". We read about the history of the digital universe, the high-tech stuff (Smart Cities), the
losing human connections (Alone Together), what Internet does to our brains (The Shallows), the history of social physics, and etc. But give some time and patience to this course
and to yourself. Gradually you will grasp the essence of this course and its connections to urban studies. I would say this course would change the traditional way of thinking about
urban studies and you will know the latest frontier of capitalist expansion (spoiler alert!!! I will stop here).

Course content: I like the weekly readings in a combination of book chapters and journal articles. Also, the weekly reflection is quite helpful in organizing and formalizing my thought
(take this weekly bittersweet assignment seriously, you will appreciate your seriousness afterwards).

Instructor's teaching: Dr. Wyly is very articulate and inspiring. The only suggestion would be the proportion of lecturing could be increased. I enjoy listening to different perspectives
during the barn raising, but sometimes I still feel the instructor could give the barn a solid foundation by lecturing.

Assignment: the deadlines for "paper-in-progress" were very helpful.

Class atmosphere: very respectful and comfortable. Even though sometimes there was disagreement, students still treat each other with respect.

Last suggestion: Take one course with Dr. Wyly before your graduate from UBC (Geog 250, Geog350, Geog450, URST200, URST400)!!!

(In the world of people's attention span getting shorter and shorter, this last suggestion probably will be the only sentence people choose to read and hopefully remember...)

--River Sun

11
First of all, I really enjoyed the course. This course helped me develop my critical thinking skill as well as writing skill. Also, I like how Professor Wyly teaches the course, having
conversation with students. The materials are quite interesting as well in a way that they are not something I had really read before. In particular, Lanier's work of the Noosphere
(2010) made me think a lot, which I enjoyed. Thank you very much for the great course.

12

Elvin was a fabulous professor with a profound level of respect and patience! His passion for the subject was undebatable, and he certainly put in extra time and effort to making
sure his students had access to every resource they might need. I will however, say that I felt the structure of the seminars could have been more engaging. I think in theory, the
setup was good- but in practice, it ended up being a lot of time wasted, waiting for people to talk. I would suggest having way more small, guided discussions in groups in order to
better facilitate such a large chunk of time.

13 Dr. Wyly opens onto new worlds, and cares about it, too.


